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By Meaghan WlmsiDally News staff

The Navy this summer will excavate and ~ruck away lead-contaminated sOil from the site
of ItS razed Melville water tower. . ,
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The, cleanup IS,e~pected t,o b,e the final sta~e of a y~arlong r~m~dlatlon
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Cleanup.. to.begin at site of former water tower

Last summer, contra~tors tore down the 100-foot-tall water'to"';er,'next to MelvIlle Scho'ol,
after determlnlng'th'e 63-year-old tower to be st~ucturally unsourid. ,The Navy had spent'
months removing lead-based paint from the tower·after school offiCials in the fall of 2005
determined th<;l1 the paint was chipping off the 'tower, pO~,lng a potential health risk to '
students afld school staff. , , ':, : "

u Work should begin by July 5 and last likely until mid-August. OffiCials said the work would
be completed In time for the start of school In the fall.

u A construction manager, likely Tetra ,Tech Inc' of Wilmington, Mass., Will contract With local
excavation and trucking companies to remay'e 800 cubiC yards of SOil, as well as old
concrete footings from the,site Some trees and brush ,on the south Side of the site also Will
have to.be re"10v~d. . '"~

, , ~ .t;

u ReSidents can expect construction nOise and increased tru'ck tr~ffic In the area and on the
'Sakonnet River B~ldge: With roughly eight triPS dally by t~ucks removing SOil from the site. .'. ' ~

u Workers wltl focus on controlling dust and keeping the '~Ite clean. Sprinklers Will keep the ,j ,

soil mOlst'to prevent lead dust from becoming airborne', and the trucks' hauls Will be •
, cover~d. "ThiS is a methodical, careful excavation," said Stephen Parker, project manager
for Tetra Tech ' . .
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SOIl tests slnce,then have-revealed lead concentrations of up'to 1,qOO parts per million at the
base of where the'to.....er,stood - In some places, more than 2 feet below ground Those '
sa~ples are ~~II beyond the state's reSidential ~~~mdard ofJ50 parts per million. Th~ lead,
,concentra~,I0r'\sdropp~d the further away the SOl! samples were from the tower's former base,' 'I'"
Now, the so~1 must go", ' " ".
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OffiCials from the Navy; th'e federal EnVironmental Protection Age,:\cy, state health and '
>environmentC!1 agencies and the School Department reviewed the proposed cleanup plan at............;,;,;,;,~...........
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"There are no plans to bUild another tower,~ said,Cornelia'Mueller, environmental scientist
for Naval Station Newport ' '
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, 'u The sOil wllI'be ,trucked to an as-yet-determlned location for disposal and the site Will be
backfilled with clean soil and seeded Eventually, the sOil must meet residential safety
standards f0.r: lead The site Will remain fenced off until vegetation has grown

, u The, nearby, playground and pathway from MelVille military hOUSing Will 'remain cordoned
dOf(., , ",>', " , " '.I ,', , .

, )es 'unClear whether ,the Navy will allow MelVille School to use the land once the cleanup IS
.l completed The Navy hasn't decided on a permanent solution for prOViding water to
~, residents In nearby military hOUSing, which tied Into the Portsmouth Water Dlstnct dunng

demolition of the tower

'" ,The project has been, costly Testing and removing the SOil Will cost about $500,000, said
I:, ~ -<:, '~~", ,', 'Ja~~,s L Colter, 'remedial project manager for Nav~1 FaCilities Englneenng Co~mand, '

,\ " ~ ••,'J' Jfbased in Norfplk, Va Colter said some projects at Naval Station Newport were"delayed=to
.; ,,) , :;.:hlake time'a'nd'money ,available for thiS cleanup. " ,.', ' - '",

, ,. ',~ , t -. -{ >~- _ ~, " ":, '( )' >,' " • -:; ~. ., ! ,

, ",-",.' '_ ,That co'sfls on top of the roughly $325,000 already spent to remove paint from the tower
. ' and to raze the.structure., ,,' • ,,' , ;' ' ~
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, 1'" -', Copies of a' fact' sheet on the proposed cleanup o( the former water tower site near Melv,IlIe

'l ,I,' ','School in Portsmouth can be found at the Newport, M'iddlelown and Portsmouth public' :,' :
, ' " ,.':.:' . '.:'lib~anes.' " .' I . " '-, " ,'.' " i ,".':.,:: ,:~~";",,. ,",,'," " . "'" ,',,'-~,:,:';'-

.'» .,' .:,:Fhe Navy ~11I'accept public commenron the removal action through June 1, Wntten ,,'
.," .,~: " ~ , comments ITl~y be sent by mall to Cornelia MUell,e/Nava!Statlon Newport, Envlronment~li ,',

, ,r< 'p~p~~ment, 1 Simonpl~tn Dnve; Ne~port, RI,9294~" by, ~ax ~o 841-7561, or bye-mail to
l' '~'" <icornelia.mueller~navymil, ' , "
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